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The folk/trad band’s 20 anniversary

Street release date: Jan 28, 2022
Press & Radio release: March 4%, 2022

The five-piece band hail from Québec - the second largest state in
Canada with a population of around 8 million. French is the official
language of Québec, the only French speaking state in North America,
and it's spoken by 80% of the population who are largely multilingual. The
Québécaois, as the people from this region are known, are surrounded
by around 350 million Anglophones. It's this fact that undoubtedly plays
a significant part in the group’s raison d'étre: to tirelessly champion
Québécois vibrant and diverse music and culture, often overshadowed
and under threat from Anglophone dominance. Indeed over the last
two decades Le Vent du Nord have become the unofficial cultural
ambassadors of French-speaking Canada.

They are often described as being protectors or guardians of the
tradition but also as innovators. In truth, they are highly respectful of their
history and traditions, while at the same time, constantly moving forward
and evolving their songwriting and music. The title of their new album,
20 PRINTEMPS, is an apt one as springtime signifies rebirth and
rejuvenation — hallmarks of a band that over the course of 20 years has
continued to expand and develop its musical vision. The dozen tracks
feature many of the band’s trademarks: the call-and-response vocals,
sublime harmonies, energetic podorythmie (foot tapping) and hurdy
gurdy playing that drive the rhythm of the tunes.
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Like many of their previous releases, their forthcoming album is a
delightful mix of their own compositions and also traditional songs and
tunes, sourced from national archives and song collecting friends.

Standout tracks include Dans I'eau de vie de l'arbre, a song about
Canada’s most famous culinary export, maple syrup, along with
traditional songs reinterpreted in their own unique style, such as Ma
Louise and Vos amitiés la belle. The new compositions, like Amériquois
underline the group’s commitment to highlighting their country’s history.
Not forgetting, of course, the instrumental tracks that demonstrate their
superb musicianship, in particular the opening and closing tunes Tour
du Monde and Petit Réve IV.

Over the years of constant touring, they have won fans across the
world and collaborated with a variety of international artists, including
The Chieftains, V&sen, Dervish, Breabach, Julie Fowlis, and several
Symphony Orchestras on both side of Atlantic. These collaborations
simply emphasise the versatility and musicality of a band that
continues to elevate its profile with captivating harmonies and top-
class musicianship. They are consummate entertainers too — both on
and off stage — and their charismatic onstage rapport testifies to the
fact that they are not just band members, but also good friends. There's
undeniably a great sense of pride in what they have achieved to date;
however as longstanding band member Olivier Demers asserts, it's not
a time to be nostalgic but to look forward to what's coming next as they
are simply celebrating their first 20 years.

Copy written by Jo Frost, editorial consultant

THE ALBUM IS DEDICATED TO THEIR FRIEND AND FORMER BANDMATE BERNARD SIMARD.

ON SALE JANUARY 28, 2022 TRACKS

TOUR DU MONDE - 5.09

ffm.to/leventdunord _20printemps
leventdunord.com/musique

DANS L'EAU-DE-VIE DE L'ARBRE - 3.24
MA LOUISE - 7.02

Physical Distribution Partners: Canada: Fontana North/Universal - USA: Amped/AEC - UK, Benelux - Scandinavia: Proper -
Germany, Austria, Swiss: Alive - France: Socadisc - Australia: Planet MGM - Italy , IRD, Spain, Portugal: Karonte - Japan - BSMF

AMERIQUOIS - 4.02

VOS AMITIES LA BELLE - 4.56
MARIANNE - 5.47

L'’AUBERGE - 4.48

TURLUTE DU MAI - 3.02

LA CENTAUREE - 4.29

LE NAVIRE DE BAYONNE - 4.40
S| VOUS VOULEZ - 4.00

PETIT REVE IV - 219
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Label: La Compagnie du Nord (CIE012) - Distribution: IDLA
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MEDIA/LISTENING ROOM
ciedunord.com/salle-media

Mot de passe: ciemedias

ON DEMAND: Download code, physical promotional copy and english translations
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